






In the ensuing exchanges, the students from 

both schools embarked on refreshing cultural 

integration activities. In the calligraphy 

class, students carefully traced the powerful 

characters �中华� (China) onto rice paper. 

During the paper-cutting session, they crafted 

delicate butterflies, symbols of good fortune. 

The traditional Chinese painting lesson saw 

them painting elegant orchids, emblems 

of purity and friendship. The atmosphere 

turned especially lively in the Xinjiang dance 

class, where students learned the Meshrep 

to cheerful drumbeats, their laughter filling 

the room. Finally, in the Tai Chi class, they 

practiced �tu�na� breathing techniques and 

classic movements such as �Cloud Hands� 

and �Parting the Wild Horse�s Mane,� gaining 

firsthand experience of the timeless wisdom 

embedded in this Eastern practice.

When the morning sunlight gilded the new 

Gobi city of Tienmenguan with a golden lining, 

its vast lavender fields were shattering people�s 

imagination of the desert in a stunning 

spectacle―winds that carried the fragrance 

of flowers when sweeping across the purple 

waves filled the once-barren sandy land with 

moistened sweetness. When stepping into this 

miracle irrigated with science and perspiration, 

the delegation physically felt the modern-

day legend of the Gobi turned into a beautiful 

garden.
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Under the dome of the Korla Folk Culture 

Museum, the students gently touched the Silk 

Road patterns on ancient pottery and gleaming 

Etles silk. Stacks of mulberry-bark manuscripts, 

saddles studded with small copper bells, and 

wedding robes embroidered with pomegranate 

flowers were silently revealing the diverse codes 

of oasis civilization.

The delegation entered the Tarim Oilfield 

History Exhibition Hall, lingering over yellowed 

exploration manuscripts and intricate extraction 

models. Through the guide�s narration, the 

students learned the tales of pioneers who 

had written the epic of energy development 

with their blood on the vast canvas of the Gobi 

Desert.

At Ruiyuan Dairy�s panoramic smart ranch, the 

automated mechanical arms in the transparent 

workshop collected with precision fresh milk 

nourished by Tianshan glacier water. The 

students not only gained hands-on experience 

by feeding adorable calves, but also got close 

to the production line to observe the whole 

industrial chain from forage cultivation to dairy 



04

As dusk settled, the students of both countries 

danced hand in hand around a bonfire at 

Heshuo Golden Beach, with their laughter 

mingling with the sparks against the starry sky. 

At dawn, the newborn sun shimmered across 

the rippling lake as flocks of seagulls wheeled 

overhead, snatching food from the students� 

hands before soaring aloft again. Along the 

shore, the crash of waves and the peals of 

youthful laughter blended into the lake�s 

glimmering light.

At the farewell ceremony, Principal Anderson 

expressed in tears her gratitude to all the staff 

throughout the program. She recalled that the 

students had shuttled between Korla�s historic 

sites and scenic spots while immersed in hands-

on experiences such as paper-cutting and 

traditional Chinese painting. These activities 

had not only helped bridge cultural and 

linguistic divides and reap friendship, but also 

fostered personal growth amid diversity. She 

expressed her wish for all the students to always 

maintain a global outlook while cherishing 

their cultural roots, allowing this memorable 

and moving experience to become a source of 

inspiration for their future journeys in life.

Qiu Chengguo from Huashan Middle School, 

reflected on the vibrancy, sincerity, and 

friendliness of the week with three key words: 

�enthusiasm, understanding, and expectation�. 

From practicing calligraphy together to learning 

Meshrep hand in hand, the students had 

deepened their understanding of each other�s 

educational vision and cultural traditions and, 

more importantly, embodied the inner meaning 

of the ancient Chinese epithet of �being 

harmonious despite differences as befitting 

a gentleman�. He expressed the sincere wish 

for the schools to establish a regular exchange 

mechanism to allow this cross-Pacific friendship 

to remain evergreen through sustained 

interaction.

The two schools signed a Friendship Schools 

Agreement, formalizing a long-term educational 

exchange framework. The ceremony concluded 

with a vibrant joint performance which pushed 

the event to a crescendo: The Huashan students 

showcased resilience through the dynamic 

dance The Poplar Youth  and conveyed the 

elegance of Chinese rites and music in the 

classical dance Deer Cry from the Book of 

Songs . The Walter Payton students sang See 

You Again  and presented the lively dances of 

Super Shy and Cha Cha Slide. In the finale, the 

students of both schools stood shoulder to 

shoulder while singing Friends, with their voices 

echoing throughout the auditorium, marking a 

joyful end to this cross-cultural exchange visit.

processing, gaining a feel of Chinese enterprises� 

excellent pursuit of modernized production and 

quality control.

Principal Anderson remarked: I am privileged to 

be here. The people are warm and welcoming; 

the local cuisine is unforgettable. We are united 

by a shared vision of supporting students� 

holistic development and access to quality 
























